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“Communism is a socio-economico-political theory
based on materialism. In communist society people’s
psychic urges and psychic pabula instinctively run after
material acquisition and crude enjoyment. When psy-
chic pabula are guided by a materialist outlook, human
beings develop negative behaviour patterns. In such a
society, life loses its dynamism, the power of imagina-
tion gets shadowed and the urge for initiative is wea-
kened. People do not feel oneness with the job. The
commune system is inherently defective because it is
devoid of the spiritual perspective and therefore limited
in its ability to conform with the accelerating emana-
tions of the unit mind, multilateral development of human
beings and integrated development of the cosmos. Un-
barred physical, psychic and spiritual freedom is what
human beings want, and this is exactly what is missing
in the Marxist system. Thus communist societies sink
into a state of doldrums. Today also, communist so-
cieties are heading towards this inevitable, tragic end.”

It is ironical that Marx attacked capitalism as a system of
“naked, shameless, direct, brutal exploitation” and today the
same abuses are being hurled on the communist system
propounded by Marx. Communism has proven to be as brittle
as a papadam. We have seen that capitalism turns humans into
beggars and communism turns them into beasts. In capitalism,.
the rich, in their affluence, misuse their psychic urge and direct
their psychic pabula to the pursuit of material gains. And the
poor, in their extreme poverty, misguide their psychic urges and
concentrate their psychic pabula on antisocial activities in their-
struggle for existence. In communism, the elite and party leaders:
misuse their psychic urges and direct their psychic pabula to-.
wards political manipulation and totalitarian repression. Under
the oppression of communist rule the psychic pabula of the
general people are suppressed into a state of deep stagnation and
inertia.

“From each according to one’s ability, to each according to
one’s needs” sounds pleasing to the ears, but has failed to serve as
the pragmatic solution to the socio-economic problem of huma-
nity. The reason is clear—human psychology is neglected.
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“From each according to one’s ability, to each according to
one’s work™ was a revision of the earlier version but also failed
to provide the inspiration to solve the collective economic .pro-
blem of humanity, The reason: the importance of human

psychology was underestimated. People are not mere productive
machines.

“From each according to one’s potentiality, to each accord-
ing to one’s service” could be considered as the more appropriate
approach. Every human being wants to express their latent poten-
tiality. This longing for full expression is the inherent thirst of
one and all. At the same time, the social value of each person
can be measured by the service one gives to others. The social
status of a human being depends on the service rendered according
to one’s potentiality. The valye of a doctor is in his curing
capacity and not mere diplomas, nor in earning fat checks. The
value of work lies in the happiness it brings to all.

The term communism is derived from the word commune,
which is composed of the prefix “co” and the root “mune”. “Co”
means together and “mune” means to do something. So com-
mune means to do something together. Commune plus ism equals
communism. The term communism is only applicable where the
commune system exists. Where the commune system is being
discarded due to inefficiencies and lack of a sense of personal rela-
tionship with the commune, we can safely say that communism
has been discarded. What is left is pseudo-communism. The
inherent defect of this system is that evefything is imposed from
the top and there is the lack of free relationships among people.
Thus, communism is a system which attempted to build castles
on quicksand. Its Spirit goes against human psychology.

Communism is unable to provide the proper environment
for the creation of a strong and solid psychic structure. That
is why moral Stamina—moral sanctity—is lost in communist coun-
tries. Such a phenomenon took place in India just before the
Buddhist era because of the influence of Caravka philosophy.
Ca’rava’ka philosophy was a protest against the excesses of the
Vedic religion although Ca’rava’ka philosophy was materialistic in
nature. During that period there was not even a pinch of morality
—society had lost all its moral stamina. Today the same thing
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is happening and will continue to happen in communist countries.
In communist China, over one million illegitimate children are
born each year. If immorality goes unabated, it will eat away
human society and cause doldrums in the social order. The
very idea of this philosophy is nauseating. Marxism has failed
theoretically as well as in practice. Communism today may be
termed as revisionism or pseudo-revisionism.

In the name of this defective theory, one of the leaders of
‘the USSR killed more than 500,000 people and sent many more
to labour camps in Siberia. Amongst all the anti-human and
‘homicidal theories that have been created in this world, com-

munism is the most barbarous. The day has come for it to be
thrown on the scrapheap forever.

Shri Sarkar prophesizes the inevitable demise of both capi-
talism and communism in the following words:

“Both capitalism aqnd communism are on the verge
of extinction from this world. The external and internal
spheres of capitalism have ordinary acceleration, but
there is a contradiction between its internal and exter-
nal spheres. Marxism, too, is a transitory phenomenon.
In the external sphere of Marxism there is only ordi-
nary acceleration and in the internal sphere there is
staticity. The result is negative dynamicity. That is
why Marxism will also never be a success. Marxism
is just like a comet on a parabolic path’”.

The task of the present century is to evolve such a socio-
economic-political system which has the least characteristics of
staticity and the greatest degree of dynamicity. The economics pro-
fession has attempted to achieve this by extending its scope to
include “welfare economics”, “humanistic economics where people
matter”, and “living economy where ecology matters”. To in-
ject ethical, moral and spiritual values into contemporary econo-
‘mics is a task which cannot be achieved overnight. We are for-
tunate that such a task has been made easy for moral humans
by the philosopher seer Shri P.R. Sarkar who has enunciated
clearly the fundamental principles for a progressive socio-econo-
mic order based on universal values. His theory, called PROUT
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(Progressive Utilization Theory), is a rare blend of “individual
freedom and collective interest” and is perfectly in alignment with
neo-humanistic values—a pressing need of our time. We shall

discuss the fundamental principles and axioms of PROUT in
Chapter 7.

Notes :

Sarkar, PROUT in a Nutshell Part VI

2. Lokanathan, History of Economic T hought, S. Chand
& Co.

3. RU. Publications, Sarkar on Economics, N.Y.

Sarkar, PROUT in q Nutshell Part XV, AM
Publications, Calcutta.



CHAPTER 5

INEVITABILITY OF A DEPRESSION

“Coming events cast their shadows before” has been tested
in all walks of life. Somehow, economists fail to believe that it
equally applies to the world economy today. When we consider
the fact that the entire Third World is in the clutches of enormous
debt, the degree of concentration of wealth is high in most coun--
tries of the world, budget deficits are huge and the speculative
frenzy dominates the world’s stock markets, the scenario of a
global recession and a worldwide depression is not out of possi--
bility. A strong case for another depression in the 1990’s has.
already been made by economists like Batra (1985), Galbraith
(1987) and Peterson (1987). Here, we summarize PROUT’s.
thesis on depressions.

SARKAR’S THEORY OF DEPRESSION

All phenomena, whether social or economic, undergo systaltic:
“movement. Hence, pause is a natural state in the social and
economic life of a nation. However, depression is not a natural
state. It results from the ailments of staticity, which stem
from a defective socio-economic philosophy. According to-
Sarkar, depression is the net result of suppressions, oppressions.
and repressions, i.e. exploitation. When exploitation reaches:
the culminating point, the mobility and the speed of the society-
becomes nil and a depression sets in—not only in economic life
but also in social and cultural life. Life becomes miserable for
both the rich and the poor. Such a stage has been reached
today.

The primary determinants of a depression are :

(a) huge concentrations of wealth

(b) blockages in the rolling of money

(¢) curtailment in the purchasing power of people

(d) monetary devaluations and the resulting inability of the-

unit of money to be the unit of economic equilibrium.

Institutions and economic practices which support these fac-
tors become the instruments of exploitation and cause the death-
knell of a society.
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STATICITY AND DYNAMICITY

We learnt earlier that each and every movement in
the universe is systaltic. Nothing ever moves in a straight
line. The ups and downs of socio-economic life in different
phases of the social order are inevitable, If, however, the society
is guided by certain progressive principles, it might be possible
to reduce the phase of pause and extend the phase of dynamicity.
Extended staticity means death.

Four Types of Movements in Economic Dynamics :
1. Omni-Staticity symbolizing nihilism, cynicism, a
sort of negation

2. Statico-Dynamicity symbolizing ordinary acceleration
but constantly pulled back by
static elements of a system

3. Dynamico-Staticity symbolizing ordinary accelera-
tion but leading to the disastrous
state of extended stagnation

4. Omni-Dynamicity symbolizing all-round welfare of
all species of the creation and an
ever-existing vibrant zeal and
and prosperity

Ordinary Movement /\/\/\/

Progressive Movement

A T

| Regressive Movement State of Staticity
—
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SAMAJ MAP OF BERLIN SECTOR

PUBLISHED BY PROUTIST SARVA SAMAJ SMITI
(SECTORIAL SAMAJ BOARD)
FIRST EDITION - APRIL 1985
(subject to future alterations)

MAP KEY
1. Algerian 19. Russian 37. Polish
2. Moroccan 20. Ukrainian 38. Hungarian
3. Canarian 21. Latvian 39. Romanian
4. Dutch 22. Lithuanuian 40. Bulgarian
5. Flemish _23. Estonian 41. Czech
6. Wallonian 24. Armenian 42. Slovakian
7. Luxembourgian 25. Azerbadzhanian 43. Italian
8. German 26. Georgian 44. Venetian
9. Castillian 27. Moldavian 45. Sicilian
10. Galician 28. White Russian ~ 46. Sardegnian
11. Andalucian 29. Norwegian 47. South Tirolian
12. Cataluniam 30. Danish 48. Swedish
13. Basque 31. Icelandic 49. Finnish
14. Portuguese 32. Greenlandic 50. Austrian
15. English 33. Lappish 51. Swiss
16. Irish 34. French 52. Gypsy (no geo-
17. Scottish 35. Breton graphic base)
18. Welsh 36. Corsican

EFFECTS OF DEPRESSION

The industrial subsection of the commercial economy will be
‘the worst affected during the depression because of its close’
linkage with the capitalist economy. However, the socialist or
communist countries will not be spared because they also
depend on capitalist countries for their food. To the extent an
economy is dependent on imports and exports with the industrially
advanced countries, the former will have to undergo the sufferings
of mass unemployment, prolonged depressed investments and stag-
flation. In present circumstances, those countries or economic units
which are maintaining their money value and engaging in trade
with other countries through the exchange of bullion, they are
likely to experience a partial or total economic depression. Even
‘prosperous countries will suffer from economic depression if they
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invest their wealth in non-yielding investments like excessive
defense spending, superfluous construction of large buildings,
luxury goods, etc. If countries commence barter trade, they will
not suffer very much from economic depression, except some
trade imbalances. In such circumstances, the depressions may be
felt every three years to a slight extent, every thirty years to a
much greater extent and every 350 years, they are felt acutely.
The best way out for South America, Asia and Africa is to
engage in multilateral barter trade agreements and strengthen

the agricultural base of their economies through tactics of regional
self-reliance.

PROUT—THE ONLY LASTING SOLUTION TO
DEPRESSIONS

In both capitalist and communist countries, the modus-ope-
randi of production is motivated by the self-interest of a few. In
capitalist countries, labour does not work in the interest of the
entrepreneurs and entrepreneurs do not allow the rolling of money
due to the concentration of wealth. In communist countries, labour

does not feel oneness with the job and that is why there is slug-
gish production.

PROUT offers a way out of this dilemma by adopting a
“decentralized cooperative model” which is free from the excesses
of “centralized economic models”. A detailed analysis of the Prou-
tist approach will be presented in the following chapters. Suffice to
say here, a crisis is always an opportunity for change, to reassess
the shortcomings of the past and evolve something better, some-
thing more dynamic. If, however, the change is a mere window
dressing, the net result will be a deepening of the crisis and the
inevitable extinction of the human race.

Notes : .
1. Sarkar, “Economic Dynamics”, PROUT in a Nutshell
Part XIV,
2. Sarkar, Shabda Cayanika, Part XV, AM Publications,
Calcutta
Jre) 73. Sarkar, “Economic Depressions”, PROUT in g Nutshell
. Part XV p. 40 . ' ' ’

D



CHAPTER 6

WINDS OF CHANGE

o

PSEUDO-REVISIONISM

The confessions of the Soviet leader Mr. Gorbachev concern-
ing 70 years of Russian experiment with socialism have attained
wide popularity throughout the world. Similarly, the ideological
vacuum in Communist China is also becoming more and more
visible. The theories which at one time proclaimed to be the
saviours of the people have now proved to be not only dismal
iailures but outright immoral. The party leaders in communist
countries tried every possible approach—force of arms, terror,
controlling freedom of speech, etc—with all their strength to keep
the people oppressed. But today the conscience of the party
leaders has revolted against the same methods. The students’
movement in China could not be contained. The commune sys-
tem had to be finally abandoned. Communism today may be
termed as neither a theory, nor a principle nor a proposition but as
revisionism or pseudo-revisionism. It is a counter-psychic motion,
a temporary glow of the night worm. Today, communism is
burning in the fire of its own failure. It has already died in
theory, but still exists in name. Its demise in name also will
surely serve it right. The atrocities committed by this dange-
rous and destructive theory will boomerang and will become the
cause of its permanent death.

It is worth noting that countries which have both laborious
and intellectually developed citizens have never accepted com-
munism in any form. For example, Karl Marx was born in
West Germany, but his theory was not accepted there. Similarly,.
England gave shelter to Marx, but it did not accept his theory.
The cooperative movement first started in England and the spirit
of cooperation is reflected in many aspects of British society ; yet
Marxism has not been able to get any. foothold in Britain. Japan
is surrounded by communist countries like the USSR, North Korea,
and China, but it did not accept communism. Marxism today
has become the symbol of intellectual hollowness and dogma.
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«Communism has survived only by the force of arms and constant
_propaganda and not by the force of logic and reason.

DOGMA AND DEFECTIVE THEORIES

Many theories have been propounded in the world. Some
of them were concerned mainly with the spiritual world, but had
no concern for the rationality of the psychic world. Most of those
.theories which showed some concern for the psychic realm
also could not develop the mental equipoise of society
.and were rejected by the people. Some, like laissez-faire, sounded
very fine indeed, but were not in perfect tune with hard realities
of the objective world. Some, like Marxism, spoke glibly of
human equality, but failed miserably because they were contrary
to the very spirit of the natural law of diversity. Even today, de-
fective theories based on narrow sentiments of geo-patriotism,
or group-centrism, or pseudo-humanism are the breeding grounds
‘of stagnation, pollution and fissiparous tendencies. The dark
~curtain of dogma still mitigates the effulgence of human excel-
‘Jence. There is a compelling need for social transformation.

'SARKAR’S THEORY OF SOCIAL CHANGE

Zone of Change-Agent Strategy of
Sentiment Values Change
Social Geo-Sentimental Reformist
Economic Socio-Centric Vocal
Revolutionary
Political
Pseudo- Pseudo-Senti-
Technological Humanist mental strategy
Religious Humanist Rationality
‘Educational Neo-Humanist  Awakened
Conscience
Psycho-Spiri-
tuality
Perfect Spiri-
tuality
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Today, many leaders propagating confused philosophies have.

been caught and exposed. It is a sheer waste to build huge
monuments and memorials in memory of these people. These

power mongers ‘raised the slogans of democracy and once-

they grabbed power, they unscrupulously threw the democratic

values in the dustbin and unhesitatingly ground subtle human

sensibilities and higher human values to dust under the steamroller
of a ruthless party dictatorship. Sentiment plays a crucial role
in either stultifying the society or liberating it from bondages.

Cosmic sentiment, according to Satkar, is the only lasting liberat--

ing force for a social body.

PSEUDO-CHANGES

In the name of progressive changes, reformists, vocal revolu-
tionaries, pseudo-sentimental strategies have been exploiting ‘the
society for a long time. 1t is important to recognise and identify
these demons in a human framework. Whenever a theory deviates.
from the goal of universal welfare, it invariably becomes the
victim of social impropriety. This gives scope to different com-
Plexes like inferiority, superiority, fear, etc., to take over and

perpetate the exploitative tendencies. Usually, it is psychic exploi- .

tation which is the basis of all other forms of exploitations such
as in the sphere of economics, religion, politics, culture, etc. When
the psycho-economic exploitation is combined with  politico-

economic exploitation, it becomes doubly dangerous. Even today,

many countries of the world are the victims of both these forms
of exploitations,

Vocal revolutionaries are the most dangerous, They deliver-

long lectures against exploitation, but do just the opposite in

practice. They purchase the rulers with their wealth and inter-.

nally support the exploitations,

Support patchwork improvements, Reformists delay revolution.
They seek to preserve the defects of the society by any means.
‘Either they are motivated by fear complex or a despicable

cunningness. Reformists always try to adjust with the existing

s e
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situation and are shy of great changes. Pseudo-reformists speak
of reform, no doubt, but in their heart of hearts, they decide not
to allow any change to take place.

Pseudo-humanists are a different class. They are the
preachers of gospels of humanistic idealism, but actually their
"humanism is confined within the four walls of socio-sentiment.
Pseudo-humanists are adept in changing their sentimental strate--
gies to maintain their popularity. They exploit people’s sentiment.
primarily for their own purpose or social position and secondarily
for other purposes also. They control the mass media and utilise
it for their vested interest. Interestingly, it is these pseudo-
humanists who have divided the world into “developed”,
“developing” and “undeveloped” areas. They hide the fact that
none of the so-called developed countries can stand on their legs.
They are simply compelling the developing and undeveloped
countries to buy their industrial goods by creating circumstantial
pressure on them. None of these countries have developed by deve-
loping their own resources. In those countries which are developing
their own resources, the resources are not equally distributed
among them, so naturally some countries’ resources will become
exhausted sooner than others’. And when this happens, they
will have to use force—either physical or intellectual—against
other nations to obtain their resources. The pseudo-humanists
also do not spare the plants, forests and animals. The large-scale:
deforestation is the evil design of these pseudo-humanists. It is
they who have carefully destroyed the ecological balance between
the human, plant and animal worlds.

In order to escape the influence of these pseudo-changes,
there is only the path of rationalistic mentality. The rationality
studded with the untainted love for the Supreme and backed by
morality becomes a potent mode of social change. It is this
approach which is advocated by Shri P.R. Sarkar—the propounder
of the philosophy of Neo-Humanism and the Progressive Utiliza-
tion Theory.



CHAPTER 7

AXIOMS OF PROUT

1. VARN'APRADHA'NATA’ CAKRADHA'RA’YA'M

In the flow of the social cycle one mental colour is always
dominant.

VARN’'A = mental colour
PRADHA'NATA’ = predominance
CAKRA ‘= cycle (here social cycle)
DHA'RA’YA'M = in the flow

Purport :  Social evolution follows a well defined rattern
just as human evolution follows the stage of birth, youth,
adulthood, old age, and death. The primitive people had no
society and the whole set-up was individualistic, guided by brute
force. The weak surrendered before the rapacity of physical
giants. Passive mentality is the characteristic of the first stage
of social evolution and may be termed as the Shudra Age. This is
followed by the leadership of the valiant, the men of superior
strength and physical might. The age where martial mentality
rules is the Ks'attriya Age. This society gradually begins to rely
~on developed intellect and the third phase in social evolution
begins, viz. the Vipra Age. Vipras possess contemplative mentality
and cbntrol superior strength with the knowledge begotten of their
~cunning intellect. Those Vipras who apply their intellect to
the acquisition of goods and services from the point of production
_to consumption gradually begin to enjoy Supremacy in the society
and the Vaeshya Age begins. The Vaeshyas are the merchant
class, the capitalists, and are ruled by the acquisitive instinct. This
axiom states that society at a particular point of time is always
guided by one of these four group psychologies, i.e. Shudran (Labo-
rer), Ks'attriyan (Warrior), Vipran (Intellectual) and Vaeshyan
(Business). These are psychic traits and therefore portray a
certain mental colour, well-defined characteristics. For example,
Shudras are slaves of matter and believe in self-centered existence.



