






















































































































































































EXAMPLES OF SAMAJ] MOVEMENTS

Chola and Pandya added new political vistas to India’s colourful
history. Only fifteen languages are recognized by the present
government, but there are three hundred and twenty-three
languages and dialects in India, and some of these dialects are
highly developed. Cultural expression  differs
throughout India as a result of this variety of stimuli.
human expression evolved into linguistic varieties whi
with the economic potentialities of an area, and
€conomic problems of the people, led to the emergence of senti-
mental legacy. Sentimental legacy thus emerged as a natural
consequence of India’s socio-cultural evolution, and is an inherent
emotion of the people. 46 Samajas have been formed throughout
India to bring about a total socio-economic revolution. Three
examples of these Samajas are briefly discussed below.

enormously
Variegated
ch, coupled
the socio-

(1) Chattisgarhi Samaj

Chattisgarhi Samaj is comprised of the entire Chattisgarhi
region of Madhya Pradesh—an area full of forests and mineral
resources. The people are simple with primitive habits and
customs. The language, Chattisgarhi, belongs to the Malavi
Prakrta group. Rain is scarce—if it falls the rural peasants grow
paddy, otherwise they suffer the tortures of hunger.” Educational
institutions, especially the universities, are in the hands of non-
Chattisgarhis—persons who have migrated to Chattisgarhi from
outside the region and still maintain their cultural prejudices.
Economically the entire economy is under the control of
Marwaris and Sindhis—sections of India’s rich capitalist class
who control most of the industries in the region and channel
much wealth to other parts of the country. The indigenous
population is completely exploited economically and socially by
outsiders.

Chattisgarhi Samaj was launched in October 1978, and
quickly evolved student, youth and farmers branches. So far.
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most of its activitjes have involved mass-based political demons-
trations, and the building of a strong organisational Structure
down to the village level. Rallies have been organised in all
the eight districts of Chattisgarhi and in the capital of Raipur.,
Similar processions and rallies have been taken out under the
banner of Chattisgarhi Vidyarthi Sang—the student branch of
the Samaj. These public demonstrations have created a sense
of aggressive optimism in the indigenous people, and have been
widely covered in the provincial and national daily and weekly
newspapers. The Samaj has demanded the formation of the
separate state of Chattisgarhi Rajya within the Indian Union in
order to achieve socio-economic self-sufficiency. In a short time
it has emerged as a powerful mass-based movement with signi-
ficant political force.

(2) Angika Samaj ,

Angika Samaj is situated in North Bihar comprising the
districts of Purnea, Katihar, some portion of Saharsa, Bhagalpur
and Monghyr. Tt has 2 population of about fifteen million
people.

and are subjected to s€vere economic exploitation by outsiders.

Marwaris, who work as capitalist profiteers or “middle men” in
the jute and paddy industries particularly, and in agricultural
industries generally. A powerful anti-exploitation movement
was launched by the Samaj against the Marwaris, who are
hand-in-glove with the political administration, Government
officers and bureaucrats have been bribed by the Marwaris,
resulting in the harassment and torture of several Samaj workers.
The mass reaction against this oppression has been tremendous
and tens of thousands of processionists have defied government
bans and police orders prohibiting public demonstrations. The
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Samaj has demanded the formation of Angedesh—a separate
state within the Indian Union—to guarantee economic progress
and educate the poor people out of their backwardness.

(3) Amra Bengali

The subcontinent of India is a multi-lingual and multi-racial
nation. In the eastern part, Tripura and West Bengal are two
states inhabited by the Bengali race. Along with Bangladesh,
their history, culture, language and economic background are the
same and could be combined to form a self-sufficient economic
unit. However, due to so many imposed divisions, this has not
been achieved so far.

For two hundred years the British exploited this land. In
1947 India was divided into two parts on religious lines and so
was Bengal. West Bengal came under India and FEast
Bengal under Pakistan. Due to cultural differences East Bengal
ultimately revolted against the domination of Pakistan and freed
itself. Presently it is known as Bangladesh.

Since 1947 economic exploitation in West Bengal has
increased. Non-Bengali industrialists getting support from Delhi
had a free hand to exploit West Bengal. At present 709% of the
industries belong to norn-Bengalis and 609% of the labour force
have been brought in from outside Bengal. Tea, coal and jute,
the three main industries, are completely monopolised by non-
Bengalis. As a result of this, there are 4.5 million people
unemployed out of a labour market of 40 million. Refugees that
came from East Bengal since the 1947 partition have yet to be
settled. There is even a planned attempt to kill the refined
culture of Bengal by introducing a “pseudo-culture” through the
cinema and other mass media. For the last eleven years, Bengal
has become increasingly aware of such exploitation, political
subjugation and cultural domination.
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- India’s political leaders in Delhj belong to the capitalist
controlled Congress Party, wherecas West Bengal and Tripura are
ruled by the Communist Party of India (Marxist). Neither Congress

We Bengalis, has taken the lead in the struggle for socio-economic
liberation. Their policies include the following points.

I. Non-Bengali domination in industry should be abolished.
2. Local population should get preference in employment.

3. All adjacent districts having the same culture, language
and economic future should be included in Bengal to
form a greater Bengal.

4. The Bengali language should be used in officia] work.

5. The materialistic “pseudo-culture” should not be allowed
to grow.

6. Hindi imperialism must end.
7. The drainage of Bengal's economy must stop.

Amra Bengali was formed in 1968 and evolved into a Samaj
movement ten years later. Since then it has emerged as a
powerful popular movement. Being afraid of its growing
popularity, the Communist Party, with the help of the police,
are trying to crush Amra Bengali by suppressing the movement
and indiscriminately arresting cadres. 1In 1980, Amra Bengali
cadres were involved in heavy street fighting. In the worst
clashes, 30 people died in Tripura and 7 in Bengal, the dead
coming from both sides,

For the last 200 years, Bengal has been suffering under either
capitalist or communist domination. For the first time a move-
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ment is growing in Bengal which wants to free the people from
this hegemony. The most significant factor in this struggle for
liberation is that it is completely free from the influence of either
political force and has won the staunch suprort and confidence
of the people.
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ACTIVITIES OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC UNITS

The success of Samaj movements will result in the creation
of autonomous socio-economic units. Depending upon the size
and scope of these units, one or more units will form a political
structure. Where several socio-economic units form one
political structure and the units are unable to guarantee the
economic progress of their indigenous people by working within
the existing political structure, because of economic or cultural
discrimination, the unit will form its own state. However, the
formation of many small states is taxing and burdensome on the
people, hence it is not the most efficient political arrangement,

The activities of socio-economic units can be categorized

into five main areas—social, economic, political, educational and
cultural, and spiritual.

1. Social

The social organization of a socio-economic unit must
facilitate the all-round progress of all the indigenous population.
If we glimpse into history, we find a continuous struggle for
individual and collective existence. Social injustices and archaic
practices still infect contemporary society, despite great techno-
logical and scientific advances. Poverty, illiteracy, unemploy-
ment, capital punishment, child abuse, racism, sexism, alcoholism,
not to mention numerous psychic maladies, are common problems
even in so-called advanced societies in the western world. These
problems can only be solved through a revolution which reaches
every aspect of social life and transforms human consciousness.
The starting point for such a far-reaching program is the adop-
tion of new values based on a new humanism—universal
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humanism. If the collective psychology experiences a moral
and spiritual renaissance, every other aspect of life will be
transformed. Social institutions and social practices will reflect
the ideas of a progressive, liberating Ideology.

Liberty may be defined as comprehensive, unbarred expres-
sion and is the inherent and dominant motivating force in
human progress. It must be guaranteed by society in all realms
of existence. No individual, class or political force should ever
be allowed to violate human freedoms, as they are the natural
right of every human being. Liberty can be guaranteed in the
economic, physical, mental and spiritual strata in the following
way. First, policy and planning should be based on an integrated
Ideology. Secondly, society should be founded on an empirical,
spiritual base. Thirdly, proper institutions must be established
to genuinely service people’s needs. Finally, in order to
guarantee continued freedom and social progress, society requires
the services of spiritually-oriented cadres.

2. Economic

Although most of the countries in the Third World have achieved
political independence, they are still economically dependent on
the affluent countries. They need the financial, technological
and administrative help that only the advanced countries can
provide. The advanced countries, both capitalist and communist,
have taken advantage of poor countries and turned them into
economic colonies. Economic imperialism has replaced colonial-
ism as the new form of suzerainty.

The policies for economic progress in a socio-economic unit
are based uvon progressive socialism. Until now, socialism- has
meant the socialization of the means of production into the hands
of the state. Because the state monopolizes production, state
capitalism has emerged in the communist countries. Progressive
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\ decentralized and people
directly control their economic livelihood. A decentralized

economy based on the consumption motive will reduce the
possibility of economic exploitation, eliminate economic aliena~
tion and ensure that people control the productive process.

At least the minimum requirements of food, clothing,
housing, education and medical care must be guaranteed to

every member of society. This is the fundamental economic

economic unit is to provide people with the minimum require-
ments. Where these requirements are already in good supply,

ment, planning production and increasing people’s  purchasing
power. Economic planning must involve the experience, expertise
and decisions of workers on all levels of primary, secondary and
tertiary industry so that economic development is appropriate

to the needs of people and the availability of resources at the
regional level.

A decentralized, consumptive economy based on appropriate
planning will always €ncourage maximum utilization of the
physical, metaphysical and spiritual potentialities of the individual
and collective body and rational distribution of material wealth.
Industry must become  highly mechanized and efficient.
Unemployment can be eliminated if work is shared and working
hours are reduced in proportion to the introduction of cost-
cutting technology.Such a system will ensure that the benefits of
technology will be enjoyed by the whole labour market without
jeopardizing anybody’s standard of living.
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3. Political

The progressive socialist concept of government is based on
the selecto-electional system. PROUT does not support auto-
matic adult franchise because many voters in democracies are
illiterate, apathetic or incompetent, and vested interests exploit
the collective psychology for their own political ends. PROUT
advocates the establishment of an electoral college which would
be open to any potential voter who proves they have a developed
social, economic and political consciousness, moral integrity
and satisfactory education. Membership of the electoral college
would be open to all those who demonstrate their political
awareness, perhaps by sitting for a practical test, in much the
same way a person qualifies for a driving licence. Voting would
be compulsory for members of the electoral college which would
have the responsibility of electing the best candidates to govern-
ment office.

The task of selecting candidates for election to government
office will be the responsibility of social boards. These social
boards will not be merely administrative bodies but will be
engaged in social activities, like education, the arts, science, social
services and community projects. They will enjoy the confidence
of the people because they will be continually providing social
services and fighting bureaucratic inefficiency and corruption in
society. The social boards will also select their chairperson,
who will be the constitutional head of state. The highest board
will be comprised of morally and spiritually developed person-
alities who will formulate broad policy objectives which will be
guidelines for government legislation. Should the government
choose not to work co-operatively with the social boards, which
form a dispersed nucleus throughout society, the social boards
will organize the people and change the government,

There will eventually be four types of government—world
government, national government, state government and local
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government. The world government should be structured with a
lower house and an upper house. The members of the lower
house should be elected from constituencies with set populations,
while those in the upper house should represent their country.
The people’s resolutions will come through the lower house where
they will be discussed and submitted to the upper house for final
approval.

In this system, there is no centralization of power into one
institution, so there is less chance of corruption. Every institu-
tion will be independent but there will be checks and balances
between the executive, legislature and judiciary.

One class is always dominant in the flow of the social
cycle. Classes are not based on economic factors or a group
relationship with the dominant mode of production, but on
psychological characteristics. Hence class is not an economic
term, but a psycho-social classification. The four major classes-—
commonly called the proletariat or working class, militarists,
intellectuals and capitalists—each have their respective collec-
tive psychology. As the social cycle rotates and the different
classes gain dominance, their class psychology influences the rest
of society. All the four psychic classes except the working class
are capable of governing society effectively. At the end of each
social cycle there is proletariat revolution, but instead of the

working class seizing power, society moves very rapidly into the
next militarist era.

In a capitalist era, the majority of society degenerates to the
economic level of the working class. Society gets broadly
polarized into those who own and control the means of produc-
tion and those who work for the capitalist class. Proletariat
revolution occurs when the exploited militarists and intellectuals
Tise up against the capitalist hegemony. If there are many
militarists leading the disgruntled workers proletariat revolution
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will inevitably be violent. If the intellectuals vastly outnumber
the militarists, there is some chance that proletariat revolution
may take place through other than violent means. But this
eventuality is usually only a theoretical possibility.

PROUT conceives of social motivity being progres-
sively regulated by declassed moral and spirityal person-
alities who reside in the nucleus of the social cycle. Such
personalities have the duty of moving the social cycle into its
next phase whenever the ruling class starts exploiting the other
classes and retards social progress. Hence they may be described
as spiritual revolutionaries or sadvipras. Sadvipras regulate
society mainly through the social boards, hence they form a
dispersed nucleus throughout all areas of society.

Contemporary society is suffering due to a lack of proper
leadership. New leaders do not simply appear because of "the
pressure of external circumstances, social necessity, or through
a Marxist dialectical process. Rather, the evolution of true
leadership is a function of subjective development. Those
spiritual revolutionaries who work to achieve progressive changes
for human elevation on a well-thought, pre-planned basis, whether
in the physical, metaphysical or spiritual spheres by adhering
to the cardinal moral principles are defined as sadvipras. Such
morally and spiritually equipped leaders must perform the vital
duty of providing inspired guidance and leadership to society.

Sadvipras are declassed personalities—they are not subject
to the psychological constraints of the four social classes—and
they possess the positive qualities of all classes. The duty of the
sadvipras is to see that the dominant class does not take recourse
to physical. mental or spiritual exploitation. They must pro-
mote universalism at all times so that everyone will have equal
opportunity to enjoy their fundamental rights and progress
towards the ultimate goal of life.
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4. Cultural and Educationg]

it is the collective name of different expressions of human life
and is one for the whole human race, Civilization is the subtle

but civilization ig the expression of the physical aspects of life.

Social change is basically determined by changes in the
collective psychic and cultural realms. Technology has
increased communications so that different cultural expressions
are moving closer together. But today, technology is just a tool
and in the hands of vested interests who have increased the

possible through a blending of science and Spirituality. But,
when science supercedes spirituality, then human degradation
begins. Art should be for service and blessedness, and where
culture expresses subtle sentiments, humanity’s 1atent potentiality
becomes fully awakened.

sonality, but the system varies with time, place and the psycho-
logy of the people. The education formulated in ancient India
for example, was radically different to present day education,
Contemporary education is based on a materialistic outlook, and
and is not capable of fulfilling the innate demands of the people.
Nor is it capable of awakening a deeply-felt thirst for knowledge.
Ideally, education should project universal values of life and at

the same time train people in appropriate skills.
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5. Spiritual

Society is passing through a degenerate phase in human
history. It has disintegrated into different castes, creeds and
<olours. The various religions are more interested in politics
than spiritual liberation and their scriptural  dogmas have
increased hatred in an already prejudiced world. 1In the name of
missionary propagation the different religions, including com-
munism, have spread religious persecution and bloodshed, and
started holy wars. These are the same religions which talk of
peace and faith in God. How can these sources of fear, hatred,

conflict and death solve the problems which beset the individual
and society?

Society needs genuine spirituality, not religion. Spirituality
is a cult which is internal in approach and verifiable through
practice and experience. Its aim is the liberation of the self
and the welfare of humanity. Meditation uses specific techniques
to achieve a smooth flow of the mind towards self-realization.
It is a practical method for controlling and strengthening the
mind by tapping our inner resources of intuition and creativity.
Through the constant struggle for individual spiritual progress
the mind becomes expanded, and develops a universal outlook.

Spiritual liberation is achieved through the practise of yoga.
The word “yoga” comes from the Sanskrit “yuj” which means
to unite. There are eight limbs of yoga. All the limbs lead
to the final aspect of that union, which is merger in cosmic
consciousness. Spiritual practices do not teach the renunciation
of the world, they teach the proper utilization of all levels of
existences—the physical, mental and spiritual—for individual
realization and the all-round elevation of humanity. The
Sanskrit names for the eight limbs of yoga are yama, niyama,
asana, pranayama, pratyahara, dharana, dhyana and samadhi,
and they mean respectively, abstinences, observances, physical
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postures, breath control, sensory withdrawal, concentration, con-
templation and mental suspension.

The essence of meditation is the mental repetition and
ideation on mantra. Mantra is a universal sound invested with
spiritual energy which hag the power to liberate the mind from
all bondages. Cosmic consciousness is the essence of everything
in the universe, and through meditation and spiritual practices
it is possible to realize this universal source of ecnergy.

Socio-economic units will create a congenial environment
for the spiritual elevation of all members of society and

fncourage every person to seek spiritual liberation, the goal of
individual life.
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