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Progressive Utilization Theory

INTRODUCTION

So-called ordinary and on the average educated people
may feel that a thing like socio-cconomy is surely beyond
their understanding - perhaps even a somewhat dry sub-
Ject. Quite spontancously one may decide that there are
matters of amorc immediate importance to payattention
to. However, higher education or great scholarship is not
required to judge clearcut ideas. It takes only a little time
and effort, and the right literature without too much
academic language and complicated formulas, to deter-
mine the real value of a socio-cconomic theory.

Take for example marxism. It is not a very devel-
opedsocio-economic theory; itevolved solelyasareaction
to capitalist exploitation. With this viewpoint marxism
came to sce human beings mainly as cconomic, material
beings, thereby scaling its fate versus the more receptive
capitalism. Today we know that the combination of com-
munes and cconomic centralization is self-contradictory
and detrimental to individual and collective growth. I'ur-
thermore, we understand that we cannot follow Marx and
do away with the surplus value. Which marxist country did
not enhance their empire with the help of surplus valuc
created by the profit-oriented world market? From where
willfuture momentum come, if not from genuine surplus
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Introduction

value created through proper utilization of available re-
sources?

Marxist countries did try to apply some socio-eco-
nomic measures, claiming that these were humane and
progressive. Today we know that they were grossly inhu-
mane and regressive, so much so that marxism is viewed

“:

ety. The ideological vacuum left after the collapse of
marxism is indeed menacing and demands positive re-
Placement at the earlies¢ opportunity.

Then there is capitalism, a far more deeply rooted
socio-economic movement, well into its old age. The
development of capitalist philosophyreflected the growth
of the money-motivated class. Historically, business soci-



Progressive Utilization Theory

controls the world we live in. Consequently, we know a
good deal about its positive and negative sides. Whether
or notfrec trade, the unrestricted hoarding of wealth and
other liberalistic principles may be of further positive use
forhumanity is another point that will be discussed in this
booklet.

Most people do, then, have an opinion on socio-
cconomic matters, such as politics, food, clothing, hous-
ing, cducation and medicine, as these matters are ofgreat
importance to all. Still, onlyavery feware formally trained
in thesc fields. The rest of us Just apply our common
sensc, basing our opinions on personal experience and
whatever information we have access to. So naturally we
ought to make a few attempts to understand the present
socio-economic set-up, both in our local arca and the
world atlarge. And we should Lry to carry out this research
both on the basis of established and alternative views 10
sec which make out better under comparison.

PROUT is short for the Progressive Utilization
‘Theory, a socio-cconomic theory propounded in 1959 by
the Indian thinker Prabhat Rainjan Sarkar (1921-1990).
Offering highly integrated solutions to general local and
global problems, PROUT has for some years now drawn
the attention of not only experts in the socio-economic
field, but academics and lay people of all kinds.

A speciality of PROUT is that it allows the concept.
of spiritual consciousness to embrace not only the indi-
vidual but collective life as well. On the basis of its spiritual
view of the collective human race, PROUT promotes the
ideal of one universal family sharing the properties of the
universe together. This concept of universal fraternity is
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) Introduction
e e Introduciion
the Idcological base {romwhich SPrings PROUT s id cas of
decentralized cconomy, local scl[—suﬂ’iciency, enlightened
organized dcmocracy, the need for world government,
and so (orth.

Developmeny Plans based on PROUT principles
have so far been brepared for certain Asian and African
arcas. In ceriain places such Plans have been Initiated on
the practical level, even quite ¢xXtensively so. The present
¢eonomic setup makes it, however, somewhat difficult to
introduce a proutistic society on a larger scale, as many of
PROUTs Progressive solutions demand adefinje change
in the way things are rup, Applied PROUT around the
globe can presendy be swudied ip various practical and
specialized projects such as agricultura] S¢t-ups, village
development ang small-sized ¢conomic ventures cstab-
lished outside o parallel to the ¢conomic mainstrean.
Indeed, PROUT a6 much to offer those whe arcworking
to sce the successfu] growth of an alternative and self-
sulficient pPecople’s cconomy.

Before discussing various aspects of PROUT, it is
essential to acquire some basic undersl,anding ofits idcas
of “progress”, “utilization” and “Lhcory”. These con-
eepts, having been explained quite di[fcrently by earlier
schools and thinkers, have 5 Special interpretation in
PROUT. These imcrpretations, Some short discussions
and finally a few CXamples of PROUT’s solutions to some
global problems form the content of this litgle booklet.



Progressive Utilization Theory

PROGRESS

The wind blows gently on the sweet baby moving its arms
and legs happily in the soft grass, while it looks curiously
at the passing clouds high up in the sky. Soon the little
child grows into a curious youth, and on into experienced
maturity. What happened to that baby who grew up so
quickly? [tseemsindeed that movementand changeisthe
real nature of our world - nothing stands still.

Inagreat many places, however, societly’s economic
movement has come to an apparent standstill. “Catastro-
phe” is the word we use to describe life in third world
arcas, while “recession” and “depression” are men-
tioned frequently in the materially developed countrics.
Many are deeply concerned about the degeneration in
various other spheres - in social, political and cultural life.
In Europe, such signs of {rustration have spurred fascist
movements to rally under racist and neo-nationalist ban-
ners, a development which naturally makes Europeans
uneasy as they remember their recent history.

PROUT takes all this 1o be signs of staticity, or
pause. A pause, however, is not evcrlasting, but rather of
a temporary nature. Something which now seems slow
and sluggish, if not almost dead, will the next moment
leap into fresh life. In the pausc phasc, fresh momentum
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is being formed - the sceds of new development. There s
1o mystery about the nature of pause. The vital question
Is rather: which direction will the NEw movement take?
What will be 1ts goal? Will it be benevolent, malevolent, or
perhaps even neutralp

Here we arrive at perhaps the mos¢ significant idea
of PROUT, its concept of progress, the Very mention of
which instills n us heart—throbbing enthusiasm, an acute
sensce of forward movement, and 3 deep-felr. wish for the
good of all, so much that We cannot help but frown upon
the many Improper uses ofjt. Theterm progressis derived
from the latin progradi, which means “forward move-
ment”. The root. of the Latin word is the Sanskrit word
Pragats, meaning “well directed movement”. It follows
that any development may not necessarily be of 3 progres-
stve nature, as j Ay or may not be forward and well-
directed. Steadfast forward movement toward greater
individual and social consciousness lies at the very heart
of PROUT. Iy concept of progress demands an inte-
grated physical, mental and spirityal development 1o
mcrease the realization of the entire human and social
potential.

Can real progress take place in the Physical sphere
alone? We should Uyto analyzc the matrer deeply. No one
knows how many things human beings have invented in
the physical sphere throughout history. A strong urge to
make everyday life more convenient and conducive o
wellare s 3 part ol our human heritage. Only a few
centaries back people depended wholly on animals for
their land transport. A hundred Years ago horsedrawn
carriages were stjl n wide use, Today we 80 by motor-

-
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bikes, cars and planes, and tomorrow we wil] perhapsride
in small and superfast family rockets. In this way we enjoy
the great benefits oftechnological advancement, and will
continue to do so in future.,

But there is another side to material development
as well. Development or movement in the physical sphere
1s never one hundred percent without drawbacks or side
cifects. Quite the contrary, at every step some mishap, big
orsmall, mayinterfere. The rclativity ofthe materialworld
makes it so: anything and cverything in the world s
subject to changes in time, place and person. The slight-
cst change may cause something which appeared (o be
functioning quite well at onc point to develop certain
negative qualities at another. Worldy developments of
even a very high and positive order wil] be vulnerable (o
some kind of negative reaction. This secems to be a natural
phcnomcnon, anatural law of action and reaction in the
physical sphere.

Letustake an obvious ¢xample, the development of
automobile traffic. Once uponatime the automobile was
welcomed as the very ideal of western cwvilization; it
instantly became the symbol of individual freedom. Cars,
however, kill people, their exhaust pollutes our environ-
ment, and wraffic jams steal away our precious time, so
much so that no one in his ot her right mind would
maintain that heavy traffic be considered progressive,
Onc would do better 1o ¢xamine the history of the
automobile (rom various angles before lavishing praise
on it, indeed the trend in many communities is towards
minimizing traffic at present.

Another example: 40 years ago the invention of
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Progress
plastic was looked upon as a great blessing. Today it is an
indisputable environmenuial hazard, as it has become the
main source of a burgeoning waste management prob-
lem. Many people these days arc trying to skip the habit of
using plastic bags indiscriminatcly, prelerring more cco-
logically sound alternatives whenever possible.

Such examples crowd round us, and a (aith{ul
recording ol material developments will only add to an
already breathtaking display of the two sides of physical
achiecvement. The experience of the relativity of the
material world has forced us 10 dive deeper and still
deeper into the mysteries of the material universe. The
realizations thus acquired have heightened our general
awarencess and made us gradually more cautious of our
movement. In this way we have learnt, and are still learn-
ing, how to direct our maierial movement in a less harm-
ful and more proper way. Today, a growing number of
people want to sece movement which will channel both
crude and subtle developments towards higher wellare
for all, and not in the opposite direction.

Here we have established that real progress cannot
take place fully in the material spherc alonc. The natural
reaction and limit to any physical action or material
development will actually nullify any advantage gained.
What about menial resources then, can they bring about
real progress?

Thewaves of the mind maybe shortorlong, at times
cven quite sustained, but ag I()ng as concentration re-
mains within the ordinary mental sphere the waves or
vibrations will not be infinite, This means that on the
ntellectual plane the mental waves will always fluctuate

9
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and neverreach astate ol serene peace. Of coursc, psychic
lorce is more subtle and powerlul than crude physical
force, but being subject (o relativity, too, it can only
function within certain limits,

The range of the mental sphere is indeed vast.
Psychologists, parapsychologists and sociologists have
mapped some of its functions. Many of these functions
remain o be realized, though. Human emotions and
intellectare influenced by subtle and largely unexplored
psycho-physical functions: the mind’s bio-psychological
propensities,which are ultimately controlled bythe mind’s
spiritual faculty. Without knowledge of the subtler
[unctionings of the mind, mental work becomes very
complicated. The more one delves only into the purely
cmotional and intellectual areas, the more one may get
lost, as the ideal of enlightened consciousness js not
present there. The ongoing discussions about the mixed
blessings of psychoanalysis and certain parapsychological
practices amply illustrate this fact.

Il higher consciousness is not allowed to grow, the
resulting negative reaction will seriously endanger hu-
man physical, mental and spiritual welfare. The present
social flow, which stresses selfishness in the form of
sentimentslike nationalism, groupismin its various forms,
and religious dogmatism, does not further the growth of
a broadened intellect. We SCC aggressive expressions of
such regressive collective consciousness even today. Both
the present slaughterhouse of former Yugoslavia and the
cthnic clashes in Germany are typical products of such
narrowminded thinking. Severe economic problems and
poor education serve as a most potent fertilizer for the ill
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Progress
leclings beween the apparently irrcconcilable groups
there. This factshould better be understood by those who
want to solve the problem.

Alas, all over the world it appears that the negative
results of material and mental development neutralize
their positive contributions. The lack of universal con-
sciousness is expressed everywhere. Accelerating figures
lorsuicide, divorce, drug abusc and an explodingplethora
of psychic discases indicate that positive education and -
true feelings of love and spirituality are missing in mod-
ernsociety. Both the individual and collective mind casily
getlostinemotional complicationsand dryintellectuality.
A continous inspiration towards a higherideal is needed
in both spheres. We have to look beyond the borders of
the quite extensive, but still limited, spheres of matter,
emotions and technical intellect 1o find the original
source of real progress.

As we have already established, movement is of two
types: backward or forward. Here backward implics
crudification of consciousness, degradation, whereas for-
ward implies evolving consciousness, a more refined,
subtle state of being. There is no third alternative, no
permanent standstill.

Weall have an innate urge which makes us strive for
something better in life. This drive may cxpress itsclf
more or less sclflessly. Some work by and large for their
own betterment only, while some strive for others’ welfare
as well. l‘lvclyonc aspires for improvément, for a higher
status of some kind, for fresh happiness and satisfaction.
This flow, once it is allowed 1o express itscelf as an
undogmatic physico-psycho-spiritual movement, will pro-

11
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duce an expanded social consciousness and care for all
living beings. Such unrestricted social harmony would
sweeten collective life immeasurably. According to
PROUT, the expansive sentiment of devotion to the
universal all-pervading consciousness is the mark of a real
human being. Itis this basic spiritual traitwhich really sets
human beings apart {from the animals. Again, spiritual
qualities may be more developed in some and less in
others, but the nced and potential for expansion and
social contactis there in all of us. This socio-spiritual urge
is the once basic human potential we must develop to
safeguard further individual and social progress.

Human actions are initiated with the motivation of
achieving satisfaction of some sort or the other. Some
seck deliverance in crude pleasures, others find itin more
subtle treasures. This never ending search for happiness
is truc for all - even for a suicidal person whose main
mterest is to be relicved of some trouble in this world.

Limited objects will not lead to lasting happiness.
Only an infinite object can fulfill the great thirst human
beings nurture in their hearts, and the only infinite object
is infinite consciousness, limitless and unblemished. And
the knowledge, the consciousness, of being in the process
of'realizing thatinfinite consciousness inspires individual
beings as well as collective socicty to continue forward
towards new progress.

Spirituality is progress itself, as movement in the
spiritual sphere 1s only forward and above the relative
factors of time, place and person. When human beings
work actively to realize their spiritual potential they expe-
ricnce rapid higher growth. Their life becomes sweeter

12
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and morc inspired than before; the awareness of some-
thing infinite in their personal life makes life more valu-
ableand interesting. On the social level, spiritual practice
in daily life makes the individual mentally strong and
service-minded. IHis or her general understanding, intui-
tion and social awareness unfold spontaneously. The
process makes it clear that individual progress is the
lifeblood of social progress.

Returning to the discussion of movement-how do things
move in the first place? Each and every movement has its
causce; nothing comes from nothing, cverything comes
fromsomething. The universal process of incessant move-
ment takes place within all-pervading cosmic conscious-
ness. The higheststance of this consciousness is purc and
omniscient consciousness. For the individual, the ulti-
mate achievementoflife is the auainment of this supreme
consciousness. This is so because all life’s necessities,
interests, urges and desires are fully satistied only by the
most supreme realization. PROUT, being avery practical
theory, points to well tested and workable methods (o
attain this spiritual goal so that cveryone may experience
the state of cestatic beatitude. Details of these individual
methods may be found in genuine spiritual teachings.
Hereitis suflicient to point out that PROUT supports the
view that the harmonious fulfillment ol human physical,
mental and spiritual longings is the goal of human life.
PROUT defines a constructive goal for collective
life as well: the establishment of a progressive world
society on the basis of a universal sentiment, a philosophy
forall humankind. Itdifferentiates not between peopleof

13
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different race, colour, sex or creed; all have the same
spiritual potential, the same fundamental right to physi-
cal, mental and spiritual progress. Even so, the {inal
spiritual realization is attainable for the individual only. It
is not possible for a group of human beings to realize the
[inalunqualificd state of consciousness collectively. Then
there would be no more individual beings left with their
distinctive characieristics, and the creation would have
cometoan end-something which is very hard to imagine.
Rather, we shall always have to think in practical terms for
both our own realization and the all-round welfare of
everyone else on this planet, including thosc who will
follow after us.

Finally, always stressing the importance of collective
sociospiritual movement, PROUT asserts that the con-
certed efforts to bridge the gap between the initial expres-
sion of moral integrity and the establishment of well
mtegrated universal society is social progress.



Utilization

UTiLizATION

In one of his more satirical and humourous works, the
Bengali thinker Bankim Chandra Chatterjee allows onc
of his characters to interpret the word ‘utility’, which had
appeared in some notes left behind by a most philosophi-
cal friend, Kamalkanta. After cstablishing that there was
no Bengali equivalent for Bentham'’s mysterious term
‘utility’, he comes to know from his somewhat better
informed son that: ““U’ implies you (singular or plural),
“dll” implies to plough the land, and “cat” implies to
partake of food. What the ‘e’ sound at the end stands for
is not for sure. It seems that with that ‘e’ ending
Kamalakanta is implying ‘You cat by ploughing only’ -
what a brute!”

This concern for Bengal’s lethargic masses, made
politically passive by long-term dogmatic religious think-
ing and a hundred years of British exploitation, was
voiced in 1875. It applies as well today. Actually, the first
thing that springs to mind, when discussion turns to the
present mis- and nonutilization of so many resources
around the globe, is the almost total dependence on the
Third World of the First and Second Worlds (Western
Europe and the USA respectively) economy. So-called
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Third World countrices arcjust notallowed to take control
over their own resources.

Itis not only the poor who have run into misman-
agement. In their parts of the world material resources
may beundeveloped, yet elsewhere the absence ofmental
force and spiritual wisdom may be more apparent. No-
where do we find integrated growth and the balanced
utilization of physical, material, mental and $piritual
potential. A passage [rom The Economist, a London con-
servative weckly, illustrates well this global evil:

“As the rich world gives with onc hand so it takes away with the
other. The EC is the main offender. It sends cheap European beef
to West Africa. Ostensibly designed to help poor African con-
sumers, the beef programme is really aimed at helping rich
European farmers. They produce (fatty) beef that no onc will buy
at the price at which they want to scll it, so they arc subsidiscd
by the European taxpaycr 1o dump it in West Africa, where it
destroys the livelihood of poor farmers,

Thanks to the tsetsc fly, the countrics in which this beef is
dumpcd - Cote d’Ivoire and Ghana - rear few cattle of their own.
But these countrics have long cnjoyed a thrivin g trade with cattle
farmers in the Sahel - Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, Chad - dircctly
to the north. Traditionally, herdsmen used to walk their animals,
often for days, 1o markets in the Sahel where merchants bought
them and drove them to the markets in the south. Sincc the mid-
1980s, however, when the EC started dumping becef, the mer-
chants have incrcasingly given up. European beef can be bought
in West Africa at haif the pricc of that produced in the Sahel.

The EC is spending large sums on projects expressly
designed to support cattle farmers: building refrigerated abat-
toirs in Burkina Faso, improving cattle breeds in Mali and
fattening cattle in northern Cote d’ Ivoire and Ghana. So far the
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Community has not cven conceded that thesc projects arc
undcrmindced by its own becl-dumping policy. It does not want
lo recognisc this specific clash because it does not want to
recignise that the entire common agricultural policy rests on a
bigger fraud: systematic overproduction of food in Europe, paid
for by Europe’s taxpayers to pleasc a powerful lobby, Europe’s
farmers.”

West Alrica only buys 0.5% of the beef reared in
Europe cach year: a minor plus for the powerful rich
making a big minus for the alrcady weak and dying. The
famines, the lakes and mountains of unutilized food-
stufls, the seemingly endless queues of unemployed ... in
which place do we not see the result of poor utilization
and non-distribution?

As suggested in the preface of this booklet, we are
simple rescarchers who are not going to be bogged down
by any exclusive expert terminology. A few simple figures
will suffice to make us aware of the immediate need for
global change. We will pick some of them from the world
ofadvcrtiscmemwhichvcrycxpressivclydcpic[thcprcscnl:
global socio-cconomic situation; others will be straight
national economy figures (the sources of this informa-
tion are given in the back of the booklet).

In 1988, the world’s advertising budget ($225 b)
morc than doubled the combined gross national product
of Africa’s 45 poorest countries ($108 b). Most of the
moneywas spentby the US, Japan, UKand West Germany.
The previous year, a single advertiser, the multinational
consumer goods company Procter and Gamble, spent
nearly $1.4 b in the US alone, exceeding the combined
GNP of Ethiopia and Sudan (total population 65 m). The

17



millions of tons of ink and paper involved surely throw all
commercial high talk on ecology and cnvironmental
protection into the garbage can.

Here the appropriate socio-economic question is:
Whyis so much money being squandered only on market-
ing in a lightly populated arca, when so many people
(Alricaalone has 10% of the world’s population) live sub-
standard?

First, let us turn to the obvious. Are those who arc in
the best position to do something about the situation, the
mullinational corporations, at all contributing to continued
all round growth in the areas they are involved in? What
arc their policies? Surely they can join in with Socrates and
claim that they are “not an Athenian or a Greek, but a
citizen of the world”. But in which sense?

Briefly, let us look at one aspect of mutinational
¢ntrepencuring: instantfood substitutesin Latin America.
[t has been estimated that between one-half and two-
thirds of the world’s population suffers from malnutri-
tion or undernutrition. One of the most serious nutri-
tional problems is lack of protein. The supply of tradi-
tional sources of protein - meat, eggs, fish, milk and dairy
products- arc Loo expensive for impoverished consumers
in Third World nations; the per capita income in most
Latin American countries ranges between one fifth and
one third of the US level.

Preschool malnutrition may irreversibly retard the
mental and physical development of those who survive. It
is scen that the adult population of such areas has less
vigour and enterprise and is therefore unable to contrib-
ute as fully as they might to cconomic, industrial, and

18
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social development. This unfortunate sitnation obviously
leads 1o a lot of thinking in US board rooms. Conse-
quently, multinationals have started to preparce cheap
foods from locally available protein sources.

Onc such giant company is Quaker Oats, USA.
Quaker Oats operates more than 50 plants on four conti-
nents. Its Latin American brand of bland (lou 1, Incaparina,
can be used as an ingredient in drinks (similar to low-
caloric diet products that are sold in large volume in rich
countries). With the help of an intergovernment agency
looking after malnutrion in the area Incaparina has been
marketed successfully in Latin America. Quaker Oats sells
otherlocally produced food substitutes as well: in Mexico
- Atolvena (an instant thin porridge), in Colombia -
Frescavena (a powdered formula of oat flour, sugar, and
various ingredients), and other similar products in neigh-
bouring countrics.

The company has made no secret of its policy of
taking a well-established local food and adding “conven-
ience”. Corn is a staple food in many of these countrics.
So Quaker Oats have long been marketing their locally
produced precooked corn {lour with great success there.
Needless to say, the financial growth produced in the area
is neglible compared to the substantial profit the mother
company takes home to the US. Everywhere onc gets the
same picture: an almostapathetic dependency on foreign
banking, manufacturing and expertise.

Then there is national cash-cropping. It continues
all over the Third World. In strife-strickcn‘Sudan, green
iceberg lettuce produced only for Furopean export is
reportedly grown in restricted areas. Needless o say, the
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income [rom thesce exports has largely been diverted to
the leadership and upper burcaucracy. But the skyscrap-
ers of the Third World megacities cannot overshadow the
fact that there is practically no local food processing
industry there. Naturally thereis not much growth inlocal
talent and initiative cither.

The examples are everywherc. Twenty ycars ago
African countrics were able to trade onc ton of coffee in
exchange for 32 barrels of oil. Ten years later they could
only get 9 barrels, and coffec prices have been falling ever
since. These countries, literally drowning in coffce beans,
getno opportunity to build up industries that supply local
demand. They have no capital to cducate the peopleor to
invest in proper ventures and maintain growth. The
multinationals, who do have the capital, arcjustengineer-
ing the industrial world system according to their own
cconomic priorities.

Not much in the Third World can be used as an
cxample of proper utilization. Lately, however, a handful
of Asian countrics have been able to learn the trick.
Thailand, one of the five booming “Tigers” of South East
Asia, is now developing a dynamic export industry for
finished goods. In 1992 the country cnjoyed the fastest
growing cconomy in the world. But such countries arc
simultancously developing a huge dependency on an
imported consumer culture and non-traditional materi-
Alistic values. Their social backbone is withering away fast.
Countries such as the Tigers' bear testimony to the fact
thatutilization of materialresources simplyis not cnough.

Y addition 1o Thailand, these are Taiwan. Hong Kong,
Singapore and South Korea.
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An all round development of physical, mental and spir-
1tual resources is needed.

A few more figures: Throughout the last few dec-
ades more than onc fourth of the annual gross world
product has been generated in North America. In con-
trast, the combined force of South America, Africa and
Asia (minus Japan and the Middle East) could only
produce one fifth. Obviously North Americans are very
industrious people. There is nothingwrong with that, but
the fact remains that only 8% of the world’s population
livein North Americawhereas almost four outofeveryfive
- 78% - live in the other arcas mentioned. It strongly
suggests that something is very wrong.

Alfrica is probably the richest area on the planet in
terms ol natural resources. Its future is potentially enor-
mously bright, but cconomically it remains the poorest
scction of the world family. No one seems really to care
about its future development. Extensive lists of hard
Alrican facts can Dbe produced: child mortality rates,
health standards, life ¢xXpectancy, education standards,
water shortage, the increase of fallowland, the spreading
of deserts, the percentage of finished goods out of the
total national product, the ratio of export/import fig-
ures, the ratio of higher o lower income groups, and so
on. These figures are representative of the development
in other poorarcas ol the world as well. As we remember,
about 4/5 of the world’s population live in these “poor
arcas”.

Letusleave the statistics for now. Theysurely give a
very dismal picture, and will not aid us much in gaining a
greater understanding of how we can generate a positive
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movement towards self-reliance and fruitful global coop-
cration. But before we leave the multinationals, we will
raise a simple question: Why don’t the extremely power-
ful multinationals fix things for the large poor areas of the
world. After all, it would relieve the world of a lot of
tension! The global market would be more solid and
extensive than cver, and the poor wouldn’t be poor
anymore. Turnover from a world market would surely
increasc the profits of the big companies even further ...

Well, there are many answers (0 such a simple
question. Firstly, the multinationals arc already doing
splendidly well in their trade with the poor. Cheap raw
materials are being brought out, refined and sold world-
wide with considerable profit. It is really quite difficult to
imagine how multinationals could maintain their profits
ifthe poorwere to be paid properly for theirraw materials.

Secondly, capitalists are occupied solely with fore-
sceable profits. They avoid investing capital in very long
term projects il the returns scem a long way off.

Thirdly, the capitalist mentality is predominantly
materialistic. As such it is steadily moving away from
human values towards cruder consciousness. This means
that theirwill to do good, to think and actin a human way,
is decereasing.

Fourthly, capitalists compete fiercely amongst them-
selves. It is a “do or die” situatuion, not only for us, but
also for them. They do not team up willingly unless there
is an immediate danger of bankruptcy or a matter of
increased market shares.

Fifthly, capitalism in its present degenerate stage is
struggling with its main inner contradiction: it wants Lo
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expand, but sucks the life out of its customers. Like
parasites in a tree, capitalism will dic when the tree dies.
Today the world is on the verge of social, ecological,
political, moral and cultural bankruptey. Consequently, a
good many pessimistic capitalists are wary of investing.
Soon no one will be in the mood to invest at all. This
stagnancy will lead to economic depression in which risk
capital will be a rarity.

There may be many more reasons for capitalists not
o "do good” onalarge scalc. Theywould all indicate the
samc however: the present capitalistapproach is not at all
progressive, but rather shortsighted and onc-sidedly ma-
terialistic,

PROUT asserts that human capabilites do not originate
orend in the world of crude matter. Its basic principles of
utilization arc based on this fact. If the human thirst for
limitlessness is forced not 1o expand beyond certain
limits, pcople will sooner or later end up inutter despair,
notbeingable to satisfy thatinfinitc need, not to mention
their immediate obligations towards family and locality.
Therefore, clforts 1o utilize any crude or subtle resource
or potential ought to be for all round progress, not for
imbalanced development.

Somconc forced to live a purely materialistic life, in
which only a minute fraction of his or her potential is
utilized, will never be able to cxpericnce complete
tullillment. The optimum utilization of his or her poten-
tial will remain a vague dream, a strange¢ hallucination of
some sort, a lost treasure. Again, the solution to this crisis
1s the harmonious integration of physical, psychic and

23



Progressive Ulilization Theory

spiritualactivitics. At thesame time as the basic nccessities
of life arc madce available to all, onc must not hesitate to
introduce extensive mental and spiritual activitics on a
large scale. Sooner or later people will realize that the
material world cannot offer them the infinite {ulfillment
they desire.

Material resources and physical potential abound,
whereas mental surength and intellecual wealth are com-
paratively rarc. Most of us can flex our muscles, but only
a very few can control and channeclize mental facultics at
will. Pcople endowed with extended mental capabilities
should get the opportunity Lo sCIve society in their special
way. To sccure their further harmonious development,
spiritual practices should be cncouraged and blended
into their personal routine.

No two people are exaclly the same. As such, cvery-
onc may be ofgreatservice. [tmay be mentioned here that
10 order highly cducated and developed human beings to
Loil manually for a certain period of the year in the name
of cquality and solidarity, as was the practice in some of
the previous so-called socialist countries, 18 decidedly
regressive and detrimental to both individual and collec-
tive progress. (As mentioned carlier, there is almost no
end to the harm done in all spheres by the naive and
narrowminded outlook of marxism.)

Even more valuable than intcllectual competenceis
spiritual awareness and insight. Intuitionally and spiritu-
ally developed people may offer society service of the
highest calibre, as theyare able to understand the subtle
needs of their neighbour. U nfortunately, spiritually in-
clined people have been known to live alife of withdrawal
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and permanent reclusion. N cvertheless, as masters of the
inner sclf they will be able to serve their fellow human
beings in a selfless way while living in the midst of socicty.
PROUT advocates that spiritually adept men and women
be placed in the forefront of socicly, where they will be
given the task of sceing that all-round development is
brought about everywhere.

‘The principle of progressive utilization proposcs
the harmonious development of human potential. Thosc
who are mostly physically gifted can of course contribute
according to the best of their ability. Simultaneously they
ought to get the opportunity to take up cducation for
their intellectual growth and spiritual fulfilment. Pcople
of amore intcllectual or spiritual nature will be urged to
continue their integrated development so that their valu-
able service may grow and cxpand. Only to make use of a
person’s immediate potential without giving any scope
for further development may lead to stagnancy and de-
generation. Social progress would also suffer; the collec-
tive good lics in the individual and the individual’s good
lies in collectivity.

Atinystream of water in the high mountains gradu-
ally flows into a mighuy river, passing through different
landscapes while watering and nourishing the various
ficlds so that harvests and lives are fed and devcloped.
Here thetiny, almostinvisible, butallimportant headwater
i the high mountains is the spiritual source- the unifying
point of individual and collective interest. Progressive
utilization, r'C(:ogni'/,ing that spiritual source, will espousc
universal human values and a common spiritual idecal
while providing proper material necessitics and ameni-

25



Progressive Utilization Lheory

ties for all.

The utilization of objects and personal capacities
generally brings about their further development. This
refinement of so many crude and subtle objects has
caused a contnous upgrading of human civilization.
Nowadays new techniques and phenomenaare invented
and discovered almost daily, so that many have come 1o
sce rapid changceas the very nature of things. Naturally, all
of us hope that such dynamic development will enrich
fulure generations as well. The present state of global
affairs demands that radicalsteps be taken immediatelyto
cffect a thorough change towards the upliftment of all
living beings. If the negative rend towards their destruc-
tion and degradation continucs much longer things may
soon be beyond repair.

So far there have been no clear signs of any rcal will
in the important world fora to bring about much needed
changes. A growing number of people today feel that
someonc with moral authority, compassion and the nec-
cssary guts should come forward and sccurc the proper
atilization of the abundant resources of this glorious
planct Farth and her children.
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THEORY

A large number of theories have been put forward since
humans first developed the capacity to put their thoughts
into conceptual strings of ideas. Actually, at one time, in
cras long gone, philosophy commanded the greatest
respect, enthusiasm and attention. It was then, in ancient
Greece and renaissance Italy, that the study of the good,
the beautiful and the virtuous was regarded as the su-
preme intellectual achievment.

Thus far no moralist, aestethic or capitalist thinker
has succeeded in giving successful solutions to the many
problems humanity has come to face, The sole reason for
this is that human intellect is limited and subject to the
relative factors of time, place and person, so much so that
asingle philosopher hardly can formulate a theory which
may be valid for a long time, in various places and for all
sorts of people, not to speak ofbeing altogether above the
relative changes in time, place and person.

Why do theories end up on the rubbish-heap of history?

There are various reasons for this. The two perhaps most
immediate causes are:
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% The theory is ether the product of a narrowminded
intellect withoul a sufficiently universal outlook; or

* the thinker was so influenced by conlemporary affairs
that Lhe theory got tangled up n the prevailing conditions.

Successtul problem solving is based on concrete
experience. A workable theory for human beings in the
living world must necessarily be preceded by practical
experience. Mere speculation and abstract theorization
produccs hyp()lhescs and assumptions, not a pragmati(‘.
theory. The highest experience 18 the ultimate awarcness
of all-pervading supreme consciousness. In the awarencess
of the interrelatedness of all things lies the key to both
individual as well as collective social success. PROUT
maintains thatthe realization of universallove and thereby
A NON-COMPIOMIising spiritof carc for everybody’s welfare
ought to guide our actions and development.

What does history say? Letus g0 back to the exam-
ples we dealt with in the first part of this booklet -
communism and capitalism.

Marxism was the unfortunate brainchild of a sensi-
tive humanist, strongly moved by the suffering of the
working classes. Marx depended heavily on his own im-
pressions of the prevailing cxploitation,whilc leaving out
historical facts which did notappcar clearly to him at the
time. For cxample, Marx rejects the importance and
separate existence of the independent martial and intel-
lectual classes. “Quite a false move,” the enlightened
middle class of Europe thought, and duce to this they
never accepie d Marxism, even though socialism was quite
{ashionable at the timc. Marx took the classes of the
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military minded and the intellectuals, historically formed
long before the capitalist class, to be inseparable parts of
the capitalist-produced middle class. This terribly flawed
notion made him claim that the military-oriented and the
intellectuals were typical members of the proletariat, and
thattheywould merge into a future classless socicty along
with the rest of the exploited masses as soon as capitalism
was abolished.

Marx’s theory was regressive, and so was its succes-
sive practical development. To think that such prominent
social contributors as the military-minded and intellec-
tual classes will quite naturally retreat into a prehistoric,
primitive stage is indicative of an over-simplistic mental-
ity, and is perhaps as constructive as trying to beat a
colourful butterfly into a creeping caterpillar again. As
indicated earlier, this basically negative spirit of marxist
philosophy allowed a great number of inhumane and
highly regressive developments to take place behind the
Iron Curtain. Still today the effects of Marx’s deficient
analysis may be observed in the cconomic stagnancy and
unsolved social questions in certain Fast European coun-
tries.

Early capitalism cmerged quite naturally as a conse-
quence of previous social and intellectual development.
Prominent capitalists would be expected to be men of
integrity, perhaps espousing goals of a somewhat idealis-
lic or religious nature. This Image was soon to be tar-
nished. The only real pleasure of a genuine capitalist is to
count and savour his or her wealth. In this way the mind
quickly becomes materialist, to the exclusion of other
values of life. The degenerate nature of modern capital-
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ists has definitely had a negative bearing on capitalists
themselves as well as on collective CONSCIOUSNCESS; the
social consequences of the moral collapsc on Wall Street
are in no way inferior 10 thosc of carlier downfalls from
once mighty royal thrones and papal chairs.

Sapitalism’s gospel of the (rec individual helped
unleash an entrepeneuring spiritof considerable propor-
tions. Today, however, the theories of Adam Smith and
other liberal thinkers are Jabouring beyond their abilitics
and beyond the limits of their positive utility valuc. Greed
has become a widespread and generally accepted senti-
ment of our tme, expressed in the steep increase and
popularization of gambling, tax cvasion and other scrious
cconomic offences. Having become (lcgcncral.ivc, capi-
{alism has leftsocietyIn dirc nced of aless cgoistical spirit.

We have already discussed some of the matcrial
effects of global capitalism n the light of a few facts and
figurcs. Now let us try Lo say something morc about the
possible mental conscquences of degenerate capitalism.
Cynicism is perhaps the most {hreatening and dangerous
rend in the later capitalistic cra. It is characterized by a
lack of ability to fecl what is rcally going on outside
oneself. The senses, the cmotions and the mind just do
not function together. Something has been cut off. Emo-
tional numbness and 2a barren intellect typifies such
cynicism. In the younger generation it casily produccs
feelings of alienation. We have alrcady scen thata purcly
materialistic outlook is outright harmf{ul: marxist coun-
tries quickly showed a decline in human values and
civilization as one-sided materialism was allowed to setin.
The same social trend is now cvident in capitalist coun-
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tries, where humanist idealism, the spirit of service and a
sense of responsibility shrink day by day in a restless race
for survival and sensous cnjoyment. The overwhelming
sensousness created by capitalism is typically one factor
that breaks down the individual’s inner harmony and
leads to cynicism.

Modern capitalism has come to actively scorn hu-
manvalues. Social life hasbecome considerablyless valuc-
oriented than it was, say, 30-50 years ago. Simplicity and
sweetness, cthical integrity and meaningfulness have all
become as rare as moonlight on an overcast night. We live
in anunscrupulously brutal world. Social researchers and
scientists are worried that the powerf{ul influence of the
all-pervading consumer culture may be paralyzing our
motivation for sclf-development. In the world’s most
developed capitalistic society, the US, 60% of the present
population have not read a single book after leaving
school. In the same country, 2,5 million young students
carry a gun to protect themsclves at school. (In Context,
volume 32, a US publication). It has become quite clear
that the engincers of degencrate capitalism leave no
stonc unturned in their (rantic scarch for profit. We can
safely conclude that capitalism has reached a stage where
the most inhumane actions may be expected.

But at that time the exploiters will not be able to
hide their intentions anymorec.

A third example of a theory which has failed 1o keep up
with humanity’s cvergrowing needs is the so-called mixed
cconomy, the {lagship of certain European social demo-
cratic countries. This system is actually a compromisc
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bewween the left’s demand foran extended social welfare
structure and the right’s need for large scale private
cnterprisc.

In post-war social democratic Scandinavia, this un-
holy alliance could fora few decades somehow satisfy the
majority’s craving to be taken care for. However, without
any deepcer understanding of the subtle interaction be-
tween crude and subtle human needs, the system of
mixed economy has also eroded human values, paving
the road for capitalist consumerism. In this process the
public sector has been heavily burdened. Today the gap
between the few rich and the many poor has again be-
come very distinct in these countries, and the theory of
mixed economy will probably go down in historyas one of
the great capitalist post wart smokescreens.

As we have established earlier, our world is subject
to constant change and there is no such thing as a
permanent pause. The correct socio-economic theory
must therefore allow for frequent changes, otherwise the
theory itself will become obsolete. PROUT is most robust.
It can stand the testof time because itallow forthe natural
changes in ime, place and person: the fifth of PROUT’s
fundamental principles states that the method of utiliza-
tion must change according to these natural variations.
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ProuT

Progress or regression are the two options laid out for
human beings who have risen above the stage of blissfully
innocentanimality. Thus there are two forces dragging at
human beings - aforward force towards further individual
and collective enlightenment, and a backward force
towards personal and social darkness. We say that the
unifying force is a synthetic force, whereas the divise force
is analytical. Today the whole world is getting polarized for
a conflict between righteous and unrighteous forces. The
rcason for this great and violent antagonism is that the
analythical force reigns supreme; an overwhelming lack
of local unity and world fraternity plagues the world.
PROUT asserts, that the analythical force must be subor-
dinated to the synthetic force to ensure growth in any
sphere and area. Auniversal code of basic unifying values
and principles is thus needed. PROUT’s approach to this
problem is discussed below.

We know that present humanity is facing problems
without precedent in history: at this point the entire
human race and world civilization may be in jeopardy.
Who knows the real number and dimension of global
problems? What is their root cause and where lies their
solution? Which is an individual problem, which is collec-
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tive? Perhaps we shall have to deal directly with these tasks
ourselves. Our great dormant potential and abilities,
once activated and utilized, will surely allow us to solve
problems of any size.

Present leaders clearly lack well thought-out plans
and solutions. It is as if they want only to get through
another election, and they do this by fooling us with
numerous short term sclutions, disguising powerful strat-
egies of exploitation onlyto prolongtheirrule absurdum.
The seriousness of the situation evidentlyhasa paralyzing
effect on people; most of the time we seem set upon
dozing off into Armaggedon. Has the world, our global
home, really come to this, so soon after the catastrophes
of two world wars?

Here we will briefly outline some of PROUT’s pro-
gressive solutions to present socio-economic and political
problems.

ProeLEM: The global problem of unbalanced and unfair
distribution of wealth. This is perhaps the one problem
demanding our most immediate attention, as the hoard-
ing of enormous wealth by a few and the abject poverty of
the many makes welfare for all an impossible dream.

SoLution: PROUT stresses that material objects are lim-
ited and therefore should be restricted. Too much for
some means too little for others. There is enough around
for everybody’s need, but not enough for even a single
person’s infinite greed. The solution to the problem of
economic disparity is that no one should be allowed to
accumulate any physical wealth without the clear permis-
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sion orapproval of a collective body (see next paragraph).
Simultaneously the government must guarantee each
and cveryone a minimum purchasing power - the power
to maintain the minimum standard oflife: food, clothing,
housing, medicine and education. PROUT advocates
that education should be free, from the playschool to the
university, so the government must be able to guarantee
all its citizens the right to partake freely of that education.
In short, there is no way anyonce may satisfy their
infinite thirst in the material sphere. The lasting solution
1$ to turn to more subtle mental and spiritual wealth and
help oneself out there to one’s heart content. So educa-
tion is an integral part of the progressive solution to
poverty, both for the exploited and the exploiters.

ProprLrM: Now that we have established the need for an
uncorruptand efficient collective body itwould be wise to
discuss the proper way out of the present political crisis.
'This crisis is wholly a moral one as corruption and profes-
sionalism arc plaguing today’s world of politics.

Sorutrion: PROUT upholds the system of enlightened,
organized democracy. The most obvious requirement for
both the candidates and the electorate in PROUT’s con-
cept of democracy is education. In a number of undevel-
oped countrics, democracy means a democracy of illiter-
ates and so it is just a farce. In the so-called developed
world people generally do not know more than a fraction
ol the party programme. The turn-out on election day is
poor in most of these countries as well, as democracy has
become just another hollow institution. Such a system of
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clection makes it possible for only a minority of the
qualified electorate to stand behind the leader who does
finally get elected. This gap between the electorate and
the elected consequently leads to structural alienation
and moral downfall.

The electorate should be qualified. An age limit is
simply not enough to make people conscious of their
democratic duties. The qualifying demands will naturally
vary from country to country. In addition there should be
active efforts towards the progressive enlightenment of
the qualified electorate and its expansion. Here one
should understand that the democratic demand in the
US to remove the requirement of literacy on the part of"
voters in the late ’50s was a false populist move and not
something borne out of genuine compassion for the
downtrodden poor. The fact is that the politicians in
those states did not do enough to raise the educational
standard of the illiterate.

PropLEM: The present UNis a weak and partial world body.
It has notbeen able to deal properly with a serious matter
such as the Yugoslavian problem, but did not hesitate to
rush into the Gulf. A few powerful nations are the perma-
nent members of the UN’s Securtiy Council, and perhaps
some of them also have an invisible hand in other matters
of the organisation.

SorutioN: PROUT proposes the formation of a world
constitution and therebyworld government. The govern-
ment will consist of one lower house and one upper
house. The lower house will accomodate the country’s
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representatives on the basis of their population. The
upper housc, having the veto right, will consistof an equal
number of representatives {rom cach country, say two
from cach. In this way, those small countries who are less
represented in the Jower housewill get the chancetovoice
their opinion on matters to be approved by the upper
housc.

A bill of rights should be included in the world
constitution, including at least the following points:

1. The existential value of all plants and animals
around the world should be recognized.

9. Fach country must constitutionally guarantee
adequate purchasing power to all its citizens for the basic
necessities of life: food, clothing, housing, medical carc
and cducation.

3. The four fundamental rights - spiritual practice,
cultural legacy, education, and indigenous lingustic ex-
pression - should be guaranteed by the constitution.

4. Basic human values must take precedence overall
other rights.

PromieM: The present banking system has developed
scrious capital problems as a result of speculation. Inter-
est rates and the tough demands for security bar the
youngand the average wagce carner from receiving simple
loans. Loans taken under more favourable circumstances
some years ago have been subjected to such steep interest
increases that quite a large number of ordinary citizens
have been forced out of business and even out of their
homes.
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SorutioN: PROUT’s answer is an extensive system of
cooperative banking. The people involved will be the
owners of the cooperative, and no outside shareholders
will be allowed. Speculation will be a thing of the past.
Interest rates will be nominal, and so the financial growth
of the banking cooperative (outside that of necessary
administration costs) will depend wholly on the success of
its iInvolvement with local enterprises. PROUT’s banking
cooperatives will in other words function directly in con-
nectionwith other kinds of cooperative enterprises. Natu-
rally, those who are more involved with the bank, both in
the form of financial and other services, will receive a
proportionate part of the yield.

ProBLEM: The rich and the wealthy can easily manipulate
income tax laws and other such regulations to their
advantage, something which is quite impossible for ordi-
nary wage earners. ‘

Sorumion: PROUT favours the system of consistent value
added taxes, a progressive tax on property and inherit-
ance, as well as a small rise in levies on imports and luxury
goods.The income tax should be abolished. Not only will
the removal of income tax let black money surface and
Jjoin the white economy, thereby rejuvenating the entire
economy, it will also effect a much needed moral boost.

PropLEM: Worldwide unemployment.

SoLution: The solution to this global plague is the aboli-
tion of big private corporations, to be replaced by coop-
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erative ownership of the large middle-sized section of the
cconomy, in other words cconomic democracy. To intro-
duce cconomic democracy, a system of decentralized
cconomy is needed. In PROUT’s system, all industries
which produce consumer goods comc under the coop-
crative umbrella. Only very big industries and small firms
come outside of PROUT’s cooperative structurc. Big key
industrics, which extract raw materials, should be state
owned, whercas small enterprises may be privately owned.
In thisway the people involved in the largest section ofthe
cconomy, the future cooperative sector, will be able to
exert decisive influence on policics concerning produc-
tion, cmployment, increases in the average amount of
{ree ime, wages, cte.

The true genius of the socio-cconomic theory PROUT is
(he idea of integrating physical activitics, mental develop-
mentand spiritual cmancipal,ionwil.hinapragmaticsocio-
cconomic setup. PROUT upholds the need for progres-
sive practices in all spheres. Tt also gives practical guide-
lines for the successful fulfillment of this all-round devel-
opment. PROUT extends spirituality to the entire social
organism. Its roots reach deep into everyaspect of human
life. The theory of progressive utilization is an idcology in
the true sense of the term, taking both the in dividualand
the collective progressively closer to all-round liberation.
PROUT stands for a happy blending of individual free-
dom and collective interests:

- Fconomically there is plenty of scope in PROUT
for both private enterprise and successful cooperative
structurces.
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- Politically PROUT blends moral integrity, a sense
of responsibility and democratic values.

- Socially its call for a leadership capable of moral
and spiritual excellence is the only guarantee against
prolonged exploitation.

- Culturally it stands for one universal family - one
multifaceted human culture.

On one hand PROUT can bring an end to all sorts of
exploitation. On the other hand this theory can offer the
individual the opportunity and means to serve a progres-
sive society and strive to reach the final goal of human life.
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